
Pete LeClair 
comes   to 
Kentucky 

   The first 
week in June 
RVWC spon-
sored a Work-
shop featuring 
Pete LeClair 
as the         
instructor. 

   We had 13 in attendance:  Mickey Huston, 
Bob Manning, Ferd Kreutzkamp, Dick Pyles, 
Donna Waller, Barry Pennington, Barry Metzger, 
Rick Eskins, Steve Cotton, Don Hogue, Don Pot-
ter, Bruce Smith, and Dick Middleton.   

   The subject was "Dusty" a cowboy bust carica-
ture done in Pete's inimitable style, both in carv-
ing and painting as well.                                              
We all had a great time and really learned some 
carving along the way. Plus we all took home a 
piece that we could be proud of too. 

 Congratulations 
   To 

Pat Scott 
She received a  
2nd Place  
for her stylized 
Snail  at  the   
International 
Wood Carvers 
Congress in  
Maquoketa, Iowa (pronounced maïko-ata),this 
past week. 
                     Way to go Pat. 

Newsletter Update  
     Ron Collins editor of the RVWC newsletter 
and webmaster extraordinaire had a stroke 
about the first week of June.  Please add Ron 
and his wife Lucy to your prayer lists and keep 
them in your thoughts for a full recovery in the 
weeks and months ahead. 
   Rex and Sandee Sansfacon will be taking 
over both the newsletter and website until Ron 
can take over the helm once more.  Please be 
patient with us as we learn the ñins and outsò. 
   If you have a picture or an article that might 
be of interest to other members, or would like 
to have a copy of the newsletter mailed to you, 
or a comment, please email us at the RVWC 
website, bottom of the page.  Thank you again 

Our Website is at:  
http://rivervalleywoodcarvers.org 



                   Happy Birthday  
 

   Our own Cliff Reeder cele-
brated his birthday in June.  So 

RVWC honored the occasion with 
a cake and a song wishing him many 

more.   
   The highlight of the affair was the 

presentation of a bust carving by Pete 
LeClair.  Cliff spent the evening with Pete 

at our first meeting in June and Pete had 
already heard the various honors that 

Cliff had received over the years.  So the 
inscription on the carving read:   

     ñTo Cliff Reeder.  The world would be 

a better place if there were more people 
like you.  Sincerely, Pete LeClairò      

I am sure we all agree.  
   Typically Cliff declined to make a 

speech after  the singing of the tradi-
tional birthday song.   

Presidents Comments...  
 
This is my last Presidentôs 
message and the subject for 
once is easy to selecté 
                  THANK YOU! 
Now then, where do I begin 
to say thanks for all the help 
support, advice, participa-

tion, contribution and criticism I have received 
in the last two years as your President? 
   Perhaps the place to start is with the various 
people that have served on the board of direc-
tors with me. Without all the participation, ideas 
and just plain old camaraderie you have pro-
vided, very little would have been accom-
plished. And we did accomplish a great deal I 
think. New programs, new activities, better 
ways to be a carving club, and not the least of 
all, new By-Laws. 
   Then how about all the Coordinators or Tsars 
or whatever you want to call them. Ed Stover, 
Ron Collins, Don Hogue and Mickey Huston 
have done yeoman service the whole time.  
   What a contribution they have made toward 
all the demonstrations, shows, ornament swaps 
and programs and seminars they have made 
possible. 
   Let's not overlook the Ladies Touch in all the 
activities we have. Yeah, Ed Carlson, John 
Broughton and Ferd Kruetzkamp and many oth-
ers may have put in the "sweat equity" but 
when we needed a little touch of class Jackie 
and Donna and Sandee and Pat and all the 
other girls really stepped up and made things 
shine! 
      And on the subject of making things shine 
how about Bob Trameôs entire family!  Our An-
nual Awards Dinner is always outstanding sim-
ply because of the extra efforts they put into it I 
never cease to be amazed at how festive the 
tables always look when I walk in the door. 
   Before I get away from Bob Trame, let's re-
member his entire By-Laws committee, Ron  

 Collins, Mickey Huston and John Broughton 
served long and hard. They thought and argued 
and revised and finally agreed on the first set of 
really working By-Laws we have had in years.   
A much needed contribution to our club. 
   I am sure I will spend the next few weeks re-
membering someone I should have mentioned 
in this list of thank yous.   Most of all the every-
day rank & file of the members that have 
showed up, participated, worked, contributed 
and generally made the River Valley Wood 
Carvers the most active and most successful 
carving club in the area. To everyone I have 
mentioned and to everyone I overlooked, my 
heartfelt and sincere  THANK YOU. 
 
            Dick Middleton 

And Thank you Dick, 
   RVWC. 
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RVWC Club Officers      Board Members 
President: Dick Middleton    Barry Pennington 
Vice Pres:   Ferd Kruetzkamp      Rob Witzke 
Treasurer   Ed Carlson     Jackie Huston 
Secretary: Sandee-Rex Sansfacon 
Past Pres:   Bob Manning 
 
OTHER POSITIONS  
Open House:   Ferd Kruetzkamp 
Awards Dinner: Donna Waller - Jackie Huston 
Seminars & Shows : Mickey Huston           
Ornaments Coord.: Ron Collins 
Library .: Ed Stover 
Demos : Don Hogue  
Librarian/Sunshine: Pat Scott News-
letter/Webmaster:  Ron Collins 
        Rex & Sandee Sansfacon 

 

Time for Dues  
  RVWC  dues are due  by   July 1st. 

    There is a slight change in the dues this year.  
The change is a result of the change in our By-
laws and not an increase. This year only, you 

will be paying dues to cover eighteen (18) months 
instead of twelve(12). 

An Individual Membership will pay $18.00 and a Family 
Membership will pay $24.00. This means that dues will be re-
newed next on January 1st  of 2013. 

    In December 2012, you will be paying the twelve (12) month 

rate of $12.00 for an Individual Membership and $18.00 for a 

Family Membership.   

Picnic at Pioneer 

Park 

   On June 5th 
(the 1st Sunday in 
June, as always) 
RVWC hosted the 
annual joint picnic 
for themselves 
and CCG at Pio-
neer Park in Cov-
ington, KY. We 
had 21 in atten-
dance and all had 
a great time. Hav-
ing a shelter house was pretty handy in deal-
ing with the heat. As usual, John Broughton 
(always the reluctant hero!) did an outstanding 
job as Grillmaster and Committee Chairman. 
I'm sure it can be arranged for him to get that 
job on a regular basis. He got a lot of help 
from Ed Carlson, though; setting things up, 

running errands and 
generally pitching 
in.  

   Of course, no pic-
nic comes off with 
out the woman's 
touch and Jackie, 
Donna and the girls 
stepped up as al-
ways. This years 
picnic featured a 
Corn Hole game but 

the sun seemed to get the best of that one. It 
also featured a Swap Meet very admirably 
chaired by Sandee Sansfacon. There were 
several tables of used tools, old carving books, 
pieces of wood. Much of it was simply marked 
FREE but there was some active bargaining 
going on.  Usually with Ed Carlson as an inter-
vening Sales Agent. I don't know what his 
commission was.  Anyway a lot of "stuff" 
changed hands and we all had some fun out of 
it.The consenus was that we should do it 

Possibly the most important aspect of the picnic 
was that Tom Denton's coffee cup was once 
again saved from the abyss of the unknown and 
will be safely returned to his hands shortly.  

Can 
you 
spot it 
in this  

pic-
ture? 
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RVWC Open House   Location:  Hilltop Church of Christ 
Date: October 15, 2011  
Time: 10am-4pm   Judging: Ornaments for kids will be  
Cost:  Adm. free        Judged today. 
Table Cost:  $10 per 
   ___________________________________________________ 
 
SeminarðStu Martin  Location: Hilltop Church of Christ 
Date: Nov. 9 & 10, 2011                   Taylor Mill, KY 
          (Wed & Thur)  
Time: 9 AM to 5 PM  
Cost: $ 130  plus blank         
  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Seminar:  Stu Martin    Location: to be determined 
Date: Nov. 14, 15 & 16, 2011  
          (Mon, Tues & Wed)  
Time: 9 AM to 5 PM  
Cost: $ 185  plus blank   NEEDS AT LEAST 8 CARVERS 
     Or Seminar will be cancelled. 
 

                                    To check on a seminar email  Mickey Huston at: 

mickeyhuston@rivervalleywoodcarvers.org 

JULY  
1 - Entry Apps, KY State Fare Judging* 
7 - Club Meeting 
21 - Club Meeting 

AUGUST 
2ðOhio State Fair ** 
4 - Club Meeting 
13 & 14 - Turn in Carvings to KY State 
Fair 18- Club Meeting 
29 - Pick-up carvings from KY State Fair 
SEPTEMBER 
1 - Club Meeting 
15- Club Meeting 

OCTOBER 
6 - Club Meeting 
15-   RVWC Open House 
15 - ñOrnaments For Kidsò Judged 

NOVEMBER  
3- Club Meeting 
9 & 10 - Seminar, Stu Martin 
12 & 13 - Artistry in Wood, Dayton, OH  
14 - 16 - Seminar, Stu Martin (Pending) 
17- Club Meeting 
17 - Deadline for ñOrnaments for Kidsò 
28 - Decorate Tree at Hospital (Pending) 

DECEMBER, 2011 
1- Club Meeting 
15- Club Meeting 

Calendar  

Seminars  

   Stu Martin will 
bring roughouts for  
Mountain Men, Indi-
ans, and possibly a 
Santa.   
   You choose what 
you want to work on.  
Then he will sell you 
the rough out and 
help you to create it. 

**OH State Fair: Don Hogue                                   

(carving and display only) 

 Mickey H, Dick M, Don H, Bob M have signed up. 
*KY State Fair: Dick Middleton 
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RVWC  Club Officers                 2011/2012  
 President :  Jackie Huston 
Vice-Pres:  Ed Carlson 
Secretary : Sandee & Rex Sansfacon 
Treasurer :  Pat Scott 
Trustee :  Ron Collins 
Past President : Dick Middleton 
 
Other Positions  
Open House :  Ed Carlson 
Awards Dinner : Donna WallerïJackie 
Huston 
Seminars & Shows : Mickey Huston 
  mickeyhuston@rivervalleywoodcarvers.org 
Ornament for Kids:  Ferd Kruetzkamp  
Club Exchange :  
Oregon Exchange :  Mickey 
Demos/Library : Ed Stover 
State Fairs: Don Hogue 
Librarian/Sunshine : Pat Scott 
Newsletter/Webmaster : Ron Collins 
  Assoc. Rex & Sandee Sansfacon 

Getting to know Us :     

                      Ezra Smith  
How long have you been carv-
ing :  25 years  
Favorite knife:  Lyonsðhe 
bought his first 15 yrs ago. The 
blade is about 1/2 the length it 
use to be, and he now owns a couple more Lyons.  
But that first one is still a handy one to use. 
First Project:  bird (it was terrible (his words)) 
Pride :  Ezra, along with a few current  RVWC 
members  was one of the original members of our 
club.  He took the notes during the first meeting in 
Mitch Newmans dining room and eventually be-
came the treasurer, and helped write the first By-
laws.  
Anyone special that helped get you started:     
Ezra, his wife and friends were up by Kings Island 
when they heard about a wood carving show 
nearby.  CCG was hosting it.  He was looking over 
Don Hogueôs display and told him how he was 
struggling with his carving and having a hard time 
finding others that liked to carve 
also.  Don hosted a weekly 
carve-in/teaching day at the Sr. 
Center and invited Ezra to join.  
With the help of Don and the 
only knife to his name at that 
time, he completed a bird to be 
proud ofé.one he says would 
be hard to carve as well a sec-
ond time.  ñDon was a good 
teacher and a nice guy too!ò   
Currently:  Finishing/painting a 13ò old world 
Santa, building handmade cabinets for his wifeôs 
scrapbooking hobby, teaching occasional stu-
dents. (young and old) and carving when he can.     
Noteworthy :  Ezra while in the military was as-
signed to the White Sands Missile  Range.  On the 
north side they were testing the atomic bomb.  On 
the south side was Ezra.  He didnôt have certified 
training but was quite knowledgeable in circuitry & 
electronics.  He and another man from MIT 
worked  together wiring the instrumentation for the 
Nikeï Hercules missile systems.   
And now you know a little moreéé... 

Latest news on Ron Collins      6/24            
by Dick Middleton 

   I went in to pay a visit to Ron and Lucy to-
day.  Lucy and the doctors are positive about 
his progress thus far. They have started lim-
ited physical therapy but the going is slow thus 
far. Cards or best wishes can be sent to his 
home address rather than the hospital. Lucy 
can take them up to him. Certainly, we all miss 
him and wish him well.  

        PO Box 800         Union, KY 41091 
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To New Member Steve Cotton  



Woodburning Corner:  Watch for future tips and patterns from RVWC woodburners. 
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